Are Progressive Christians Radicalizing Their Followers?

It is obvious that the deranged
individual who tried to
assassinate President Trump
and members of his
administration on Saturday,
February 25, has been
radicalized by the incessant
malicious lies and baseless
accusations of the Democrats
and their complicit media
mouthpieces, but some of the
blame needs to be laid at the
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feet of Pecksniffian* progressive “Christian” leaders as well.

| have been following the hateful, vile rantings of prominent progressive “Christian” author, pastor,
and activist John Pavlovitz for some time. In a recent histrionic screed against President Trump,
Pavlovitz appears to suggest that killing President Trump would be justified, dare | say the Christian
thing to do for the benefit of America and the world.

Consider the motivation of shooter Cole Tomas Allen in his own words:

On to why | did any of this:

I am a citizen of the United States of America.
What my representatives do reflects on me.
And I am no longer willing to permit a pedophile, rapist, and traitor to coat my hands with his

crimes.

(Well, to be completely honest, | was no longer willing a long time ago, but this is the first
real opportunity I’'ve had to do something about it.)

Objection 1: As a Christian, you should turn the other cheek.

Rebuttal: Turning the other cheek is for when you yourself are oppressed. I’m not the person
raped in a detention camp. I’'m not the fisherman executed without trial. I'm not a schoolkid
blown up or a child starved or a teenage girl abused by the many criminals in this

administration.

Turning the other cheek when *someone else* is oppressed is not Christian behavior; it is
complicity in the oppressor’s crimes.
Objection 2: This is not a convenient time for you to do this.



Rebuttal: I need whoever thinks this way to take a couple minutes and realize that the world
isn’t about them. Do you think that when | see someone raped or murdered or abused, |
should walk on by because it would be “inconvenient” for people who aren’t the victim?
This was the best timing and chance of success | could come up with.

Objection 3: You didn’t get them all.

Rebuttal: Gotta start somewhere.

Objection 4: As a half-black, half-white person, you shouldn’t be the one doing this.
Rebuttal: I don’t see anyone else picking up the slack

Objection 5: Yield unto Caesar what is Caesar’s.

Rebuttal: The United States of America are ruled by the law, not by any one or several
people. In so far as representatives and judges do not follow the law, no one is required to
yield them anything so unlawfully ordered.

Oh and if anyone is curious is how doing something like feels: it’s awful. | want to throw up;
Iwantto cry for all the things | wanted to do and never will, for all the people whose trust this
betrays; | experience rage thinking about everything this administration has done.
(https://nypost.com/2026/04/26/us-news/read-whcd-gunman-cole-allens-full-anti-
trump-manifesto/)

Now, compare to the words of progressive pastor and speaker John Pavlovitz:

We could be released from this death spiral today if [President Trump] were simply removed
as our Constitution and the consciences of good people demand.

And if our leaders still refuse to bravely and righteously meet this moment, as they seem
determined to do, what are We The People going to do?

How are we, as the shared heirs to this place, as beneficiaries of the activism, sacrifice, and
bloodshed of billions, going to respond?

When our systems and safeguards and representatives have all failed, what are we willing
to do together in order to pull ourselves from the abyss?

We will need to respond to these unprecedented existential threats in a way the people who
have called this place home for a quarter of a millennium have never had to.

He is not worth being the hateful, bloated, spray-tanned hill this beautiful nation dies on.
How are we going to make sure that he isn’t?”
(https://johnpavlovitz.com/2026/03/02/he-is-not-worth-this-america/)

Now, | do not know if Allen had any connection or familiarity with Pavlovitz, but he sure seems to have
gotten his message. | think Pavlovitz has crossed a line. Perhaps the Secret Service should pay him a
visit as they investigate Allen’s motivations, lest someone else decides to answer Pavlovitz’s call and
be the one to pull us from the abyss.

'l exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of
thanks, be made for all men; 2For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.

(1 Timothy 2:1-2)
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* Pecksniffian: Named after Seth Pecksniff from Charles Dickens’s Martin Chuzzlewit, this refers to
someone who affects a high moral tone and benevolent air while being thoroughly corrupt and self-
serving.



