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The title of this article may seem a bit confusing at
first, but that’s by design. It illustrates a confusing
line of reasoning on the part of those who claim that
you can lose your salvation.

Here’s what | mean. In John 3:16 Jesus says:

For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in

him should not perish, but have everlasting life. EVERLASTING ISN'T EVERLASTING

Notice what Jesus is saying in this familiar and IF IT DOESN'T LAST FOREVER 4

beloved passage. First, He presents the love of God
which resulted in Jesus coming into the world to purchase our salvation through His death, burial,
and resurrection. Then, Jesus discloses a promise of everlasting life to those that believe in Him.

This phrase, everlasting life appears 10 times in the New Testament of the King James Bible. The
related phrase, eternal life, appears 26 times. In each case, whether everlasting life or eternal life, it
is always a translation of the Greek phrase, aionios zoe, meaning that the King James Translators
used the phrases everlasting life and eternal life interchangeably.

In fact, we can see an example of this if we look in John 3:15 and16:

"5That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal [aionios] life [zoe].
"SFor God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting [aionios] life [zoe].

Now, the word eternal generally refers to something that has neither a beginning nor an ending, like
a circle or a being such as God who has no beginning and no ending. Everlasting, on the other hand,
implies a beginning but not an ending, like a straight line that has a starting point but goes on forever
or a person who has been created by God but will never cease to exist. Nevertheless, dictionaries
define the two words similarly and present them as interchangeable and synonymous.
Consequently, it is not surprising that, as we saw in John 3:15-16, the two words are often used
interchangeably in the King James Bible. In fact, in another passage, Psalm 41:13, the word
everlasting is used to specifically describe God as having no beginning or ending;:

Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting, and to everlasting. Amen, and Amen.



Admittedly, the word everlasting is used twice. Still, the concept of God being eternal is expressed
here by David in that, from any given point in time, God is everlasting, meaning that looking back
infinitely into the past or looking infinitely into the future you will never find a time when God has a
beginning or an ending or does not exist.

Notice, too, that in John 3:15-16 eternal life and everlasting life are both preceded with the phrase,
“whosoever believeth in him should not perish”. Perishing, in this case, does not refer to physical
death. After all, the Bible does say in Hebrews 9:27 that, “it is appointed unto men once to die”.
Barring the rapture, every living person, saved or unsaved, will experience physical death at some
point. Perishing, rather, refers to what the Bible calls the “second death” in Revelation 20:12-15 and
21:8 where sinners are cast into the lake of fire where they “shall be tormented day and night for ever
and ever.” Those who put their faith in Christ, however, will not only escape the second death — never
perish — but, instead, the Bible says that they have, as in currently possess, eternal/everlasting life.

Now, let’s think about this logically for a moment. This is important because those who believe that
you can lose your salvation claim that you can put your faith in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour,
receive eternal/everlasting life, and then, despite our Lord’s clear and emphatic statement, “that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish,” actually perish due to the loss of salvation. As you
can see, if they are correct, then you did not actually receive everlasting life and the promise that you
will not perish. Instead, what you really received is merely the possibility of everlasting life and the
possibility of not perishing.

Consider, forinstance, John 10:27-30, where Jesus says:

2’My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me: **And | give unto them
eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.
2°My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out
of my Father's hand. ¥l and my Father are one.

When Jesus refers to “My sheep” in verse 27, He is referring to those who have believed in His,
accepting Him by faith as their Lord and Saviour. In verse 28 Jesus says that He gives these people,
His sheep, eternal life, with the express promise that “they shall never perish”. Verses 29 and 30
reinforce the idea that the eternal life that Jesus has given to His sheep cannot be plucked away.

With that in mind, let’s rewrite this passage to more accurately convey the concept of being able to
lose your salvation:

2’My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me: *And | give unto them the
possibility of eternal life; and they might possibly never perish, assuming no man pluck
them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all, but some man
may be able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand. *°l and my Father are one.

Here is why. Jesus says in verse 28 that He gives His sheep “eternal life” and clearly states that “they
shall never perish”. If you could lose your salvation then Jesus did not really give you “eternal life”



because eternal life is, by definition, everlasting, which means that it can never come to an end.
Consequently, you did not really receive eternal life but merely the possibility of eternal or everlasting
life. And, if you only received the possibility of eternal life, then it follows that the statement that you
will never perish was really more of a possibility than a promise as well.

Unfortunately, for those who want to contend that you can lose your salvation, Jesus clearly said, “I
give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish”. If you could lose eternal life and perish then
it was not eternal. After all, if the eternal life that Jesus gives us is truly everlasting, then how can it
end? It can’t. Therefore, if you were to lose your salvation then you did not actually receive
eternal/everlasting life, only the possibility of it, meaning Jesus was either lying to us or purposely
misleading us (which is a form of lying) in John 10:27-30 when He unquestionably said that He did
give us eternal life and promised that we would never perish.

But that brings up another problem. In Numbers 23:19, the Bible says:

God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he
said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?

If those who believe that you can lose your salvation are correct, then Jesus cannot be God because
God cannot lie. It is against His holy nature.

| don’t know about you but I’'m going with the Bible here. | have every confidence that my salvation in
secure in Christ and cannot be lost because Jesus clearly said that it is both eternal and everlasting
and promised that | will never perishin both John 3:15-16 and John 10:27-30. Either Jesus meantwhat
He said or He didn’t. After all, everlasting life isn’t really everlasting life if it doesn’t last forever.
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