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I was speaking at an event and mentioned the place of Israel and the Jewish people in Bible prophecy. 
Afterwards, a man approached me. He disagreed strongly with my comments regarding Israel and 
the Jews. Neither, he assured me, had any relationship with the Israel of the Bible because Ashkenazi 
Jews are not real Jews. 
 
He was speaking of what is known as the Khazar Hypothesis. This theory holds that the Ashkenazi 
Jews are not descendants of the ancient Israelites, but rather the direct descendants of the Khazars, 
a medieval Turkic people. The Khazars were a confederation of nomadic Turkic tribes who 
established an empire, known as the Khazar Khaganate, between the 7th and 10th centuries. Their 
territory spanned the Caucasus, southern Russia, and parts of Ukraine. Situated between the 
Christian Byzantine Empire on the west and the Muslim Umayyad and Abbasid Caliphates to the 
south and east, the Khazar nobility converted to Judaism around the 8th or 9th century to maintain 
neutrality. Later, when the Khazar Empire collapsed in the 10th and 11th centuries due to repeated 
invasions, loss of trade routes, and internal division, the Khazars fled westward into Eastern Europe, 
settling primarily in Poland and Germany, as well as Hungary, Ukraine, and Russia, where they 
eventually became what are known today as the Ashkenazi Jews. Consequently, according to the 
Khazar Hypothesis, the modern Ashkenazi Jews have no ancestral, biological, or historical ties to the 
biblical land of Israel and neither does the modern state of Israel that they later established in 
Palestine. 
 



But is this true? Or is the Israel of today the same as the Israel of the Bible? To find out, let’s first 
consider the question, are the Jews of today physically the Jews of the Bible? 
 
According to the Bible, the Jewish people descend from Abraham. Indeed, they referred to 
themselves as Abraham’s children in John 8:53 saying to Jesus, “Art thou greater than our father 
Abraham, which is dead?” Jesus did not disagree with them in verse 56 when He responded, “Your 
father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad.” 
 
Now, while all Jews are descendants of Abraham, not all descendants of Abraham are Jews. The 
various Arabic peoples, for instance, all look to Abraham as their father as well. The Jews descend 
from Abraham and his wife Sarah’s son Isaac. The Arabs descend from children of Abraham via his 
other wives, Hagar and Keturah. Isaac, according to the Bible, had two sons, Esau and Jacob, but, it 
is only through Jacob that we find the Jews. It is also only through Jacob that we hear the name of 
Israel. Scripturally, Jacob’s descendants are referred to as the “children of Israel” in Genesis 32:32 
and then simply as “Israel” in Genesis 34:7. So, putting all this together, we can safely say that the 
Jews of the Bible are the descendants of Jacob and his 12 sons, the forebears of the 12 tribes of Israel, 
but not all the descendants of Abraham and Isaac are Jews. 
 
Still, there are many today who do not believe that modern Jews are the same as the Jews of the Bible. 
Unfortunately for them, many recent genetic studies have shown conclusively that they are. Michael 
Balter, for example, wrote in his article, "Tracing the Roots of Jewishness", which details a landmark 
2010 genetic study published in the American Journal of Human Genetics: 
 

Such notions, however, clash with several recent studies suggesting that Jewishness, 
including the Ashkenazi version, has deep genetic roots. In what its authors claim is 
the most comprehensive study thus far, a team led by geneticist Harry Ostrer of the 
New York University School of Medicine concludes today that all three Jewish 
groups—Middle Eastern, Sephardic, and Ashkenazi—share genomewide genetic 
markers that distinguish them from other worldwide populations. 
 
Ostrer and his colleagues analyzed nuclear DNA from blood samples taken from a 
total of 237 Ashkenazi and Middle Eastern Jews in New York City and Sephardic Jews 
in Seattle, Washington; Greece; Italy; and Israel. They compared these with DNA from 
about 2800 presumably non-Jewish individuals from around the world. The team used 
several analytical approaches to calculate how genetically similar the Jewish groups 
were to each other and to the non-Jewish groups, including a method called identity 
by descent (IBD), which is often used to determine how closely two individuals are 
related. 
 
Individuals within each Jewish group had high levels of IBD, roughly equivalent to that 
of fourth or fifth cousins. Although each of the three Jewish groups showed genetic 
admixture (interbreeding) with nearby non-Jews, they shared many genetic features, 
suggesting common roots that the team estimated went back more than 2000 years. 
Ashkenazi Jews, whose genetic profiles indicated between 30% to 60% admixture 



with Europeans, nevertheless clustered more closely with Middle Eastern and 
Sephardic Jews, a finding the researchers say is inconsistent with the Khazar 
hypothesis. 
 
[Balter, Michael. 2010. "Tracing the Roots of Jewishness." Science, June 3, 2010. 
https://www.science.org/content/article/tracing-roots-jewishness.] 

 
         Since then, there have been numerous genetic studies that completely discredit the Khazar 
Hypothesis, showing conclusively that all three of the major Jewish branches are distinctly Jewish, 
including the Ashkenazi. Some studies, like the 2010 study above, examined mostly modern DNA 
while others analyzed DNA from 700 to 3,500 years ago. Overwhelmingly, these studies indicate that 
despite thousands of miles and two thousand years of separation, Ashkenazi, Sephardic, and Mizrahi 
Jews’ genes cluster more closely with one another than they do with the local European or Eurasian 
populations among whom they lived for centuries. While this European admixture reflects centuries 
of historical migration within the diaspora, it does not obscure the foundational Middle Eastern 
genetic anchor shared across all Jewish groups.  Or, to put it another way, we can confidently assert 
that the Jews of today are genetically the same as the Jews of the Bible, meaning that the Israel of 
today is inhabited with the same people as the Israel of the Bible. 
 
While physical continuity is scientifically verifiable, a parallel theological challenge argues that Israel 
has forfeited its prophetic status. So, if the Jews of today are physically the Jews of the Bible the next 
question is, does God still have a plan and purpose for them? After all, in Matthew 21:43, when Jesus 
was teaching in the Temple, He said to the chief priests and elders of the people who came to 
question His authority: 
 

Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a 
nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 

 
Then, later, we read how the Jews expressly rejected Jesus saying: 
 

Then answered all the people, and said, His blood be on us, and on our children. 
(Matthew 27:25) 
 
But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, 
Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar. 
(John 19:15) 

 
These passages, and others, have led some Christian theologians to conclude that God has replaced 
Jewish Israel with the Christian Church. This idea, known as Replacement Theology or 
Supersessionism, holds that the Church has entirely succeeded or replaced Israel as the true people 
of God. According to this view, the covenantal promises, blessings, and status originally given 
exclusively to Israel and the Jewish people in the Old Testament have been transferred to the Church 
because of the Jews’ rejection of Jesus as their Messiah. 
 



Although the Roman Catholic Church embraced a strict, punitive form of supersessionism early in 
its inception, teaching that God punished the Jews, cutting them off completely and casting them 
away entirely as a direct consequence of their rejection and crucifixion of Jesus, with the declaration 
of Nostra Aetate in 1965 during Vatican II, the Catholic Church now views the Jews as our elder 
brothers in the faith, neither accursed or rejected, but lacking the position of preeminence in God’s 
plans. Still, their earlier views live on in the Eastern Orthodox Church, the Presbyterian and Reformed 
Churches, and a number of mainline Protestant Churches such as the Lutherans, the Anglicans, and 
the Methodists. 
 
Christians holding to supersessionism today hold a variety of views regarding the Jews and Israel. 
The common view is that whether or not the Jews today are physically the Jews of the Bible, Israel is 
no longer relevant in God’s prophetic plans. Spiritual Israel, not physical Israel, is what God is 
focused on instead. This distinction is illustrated in Romans 2:28-29, where the Apostle Paul writes 
of the Jews who have rejected Christ and of the Gentiles who have accepted Christ: 
 

28For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is 
outward in the flesh: 29But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that 
of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God. 

 
He later elaborates on this in Romans 9:6-8, saying: 
 

6Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, 
which are of Israel: 7Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all 
children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called. 8That is, They which are the children of 
the flesh, these are not the children of God: but the children of the promise are 
counted for the seed. 

 
And, if the Christians are spiritually the real Jews today, then Paul’s comment in Galatians 3:29, “And 
if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise” seems to indicate 
that Christians have indeed replaced them. As do Peter’s comments in 1 Peter 2:9-10: 
 

9But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; 
that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into 
his marvellous light: 10Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people 
of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 

 
In this passage, Peter applies to the Church the words God spoke to Israel in Exodus 19:5-6: 
 

5Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall 
be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: 6And ye shall 
be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which thou 
shalt speak unto the children of Israel. 

 



There is, however, a very big problem in the Bible for the supersessionist view; namely Jeremiah 
31:35-37, which makes it clear that God’s promises to Israel shall not cease: 
 

35Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of 
the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves 
thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is his name: 36If those ordinances depart from before 
me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before 
me for ever. 37Thus saith the LORD; If heaven above can be measured, and the 
foundations of the earth searched out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel 
for all that they have done, saith the LORD. 

 
Now, before you object saying that the nation of Israel did cease, remember that this is talking about 
Israel as a people, a people that God has established a spiritual covenant with. The political nation 
may have disappeared from time to time but Israel, as a people, has never ceased to be. Nor have 
the spiritual promises contained in God’s covenant with them. 
 
Demonstrating this continuity, Paul agrees with Jeremiah, telling us in no uncertain terms in Romans 
11:1-2: 
 

1I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of 
the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God hath not cast away his people 
which he foreknew… 

 
Paul then goes on to discuss how the Gentile believers have actually been grafted into Israel in regard 
to salvation, yet Israel still exists, before continuing in Romans 11:25-28: 
 

25For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should 
be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the 
fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 26And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, 
There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob: 27For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. 28As 
concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, 
they are beloved for the fathers' sakes. 

 
Israel’s spiritual salvation will be fulfilled by the end of the coming seven-year Tribulation period 
when, according to Zechariah 12:9-10 & 13:1-2: 
 

12:9And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that 
come against Jerusalem. 10And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look 
upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for 
his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his 
firstborn. 
 



13:1In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness. 2And it shall come to pass in that 
day, saith the LORD of hosts, that I will cut off the names of the idols out of the land, 
and they shall no more be remembered: and also I will cause the prophets and the 
unclean spirit to pass out of the land. 

 
It also ties in with the fulfillment of the prophecy of 70 weeks of years in Daniel chapter 9, which has 
to do with getting Israel ready to accept its Messiah and receive Him as their King. Notice verse 24 in 
particular: 
 

Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the 
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and 
to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to 
anoint the most Holy. 

 
And when they do, Israel will finally realize the spiritual blessings and promises God has for them as 
Jesus sets up His kingdom on earth, ruling from a literal throne in Jerusalem over the entire world. 
Until then, Israel is physically a nation but devoid of spirit, as foretold in Ezekiel 37:7-14: 
 

7So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and 
behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone. 8And when I 
beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered them 
above: but there was no breath in them. 9Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the 
wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Come from 
the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live. 10So I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, 
and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army. 11Then he said unto me, Son of 
man, these bones are the whole house of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are 
dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts. 12Therefore prophesy and say 
unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, 
and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel. 
13And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I have opened your graves, O my people, 
and brought you up out of your graves, 14And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall 
live, and I shall place you in your own land: then shall ye know that I the LORD have 
spoken it, and performed it, saith the LORD. 

 
So, is the Israel of today the same as the Israel of the Bible? Absolutely! The modern nation of Israel 
was founded by the Jews of the Bible, dwells in the Biblical land of Israel, and is awaiting the future 
spiritual promises given by God for, “For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. (Romans 
11:29)” 
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